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A computerized word count is presented of 11 elementary 

modem literary Arabic (MLA) textbooks used in the United States. 

A computerized word count is presented of 11 elementary Modern Literary 
Arabic (MLA) textbooks used in the United. States. The word count was started 
in 1967 to provide a practical vocabulary base for a fully-programmed self- 
instructional course on the phonology and script of MLA. 

The count is in two parts: 

1. A cumulative lib arranged alphabetically by Arabic root, according 
to conventional dictionary practice, of all the words listed in the 11 Arabic 
textbooks, with their English meanings; the sources for each word are given. 

The frequency of the word (i.e., the number of different textbooks in which 
it occurs) is indicated, as well as .Lts frequency in the Landau word count 
(1959). Plurals are listed separately but following the singulars, and the 
imperfect tense of the verb is likewise listed following the perfect, if both 
occur. Homonyms having distinct plurals are listed as separate items. 

2. Alphabetical lists of the words occurring in all 11 textbooks, in 
10 of them, in 9, and so on. This word count should be of interest to both 
teachers of Arabic and textbook writers. 

The 11 textbooks that served as the basis for this study are: 

1. Abdo, D. A. A course in modern standard Arabic . Beirut: Khayat’s, 

1962. 

2. Bishai, W. B. Modern literary Arab ic. Vol. I. Baltimore, Maryland: 
School of Advanced International Studies, Jo.m Hopkins University, 1962. 

3. Modem standard Arabic. Basic course . Vol. I. Presidio of Monterey, 
California: Defense Language Institute, 1965. 

4. Ferguson, C. A., & Ani, M. Lessons in contemporary Arabic. Lessons 

1-8 . Washington, D. C.: Center for Applied Linguistics of the Modem Language 

Association of America, 1960. 
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5. Hanna, S. A. An elementary manual of contemporary literary Arabic * 

Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Press, 1964. 

6. Kapliwatzky, J. Arabic language and grammar . Vol. I. Jerusalem: 

J. Weinfeld Press, 1940. 

7. McCarus, E. N., & Rammuny, R. M. First level Arabic; Elementary 
literary Arabic for secondary schools . Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan 
Press, 1964. 

8. McCarus, E. N. , & Yacoub, A. I. Elements of contemporary Arabic . 

Ann Arbor: Campus Publishers, 1962. 

9. McCarus, E. N. , & Yacoub, A. I. Contemporary Arabic readers . 

Vol. I. Newspaper Arabic . Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 

1962. 

10. The Middle East Center for Arab Studies. A selected word list of 
modem literary Arabic . Beirut: Khayats, 1965. (First 5 sections) 

11. Ziadeh, F. J., & Winder, R. B. An introduction to modem Arabic . 
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1957. 
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The list waa compiled with the aid of an IBM 360/20 computer and 
an IBM card sorter. 
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